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the duties. There is some embarrassment in the case, re-
sulting from Grant's conduct towards those of us who wit-
nessed the interview between him and President Johnson
a year since, when his insincerity, deceit, double-dealing,
duplicity, and want of truth were apparent, when, in plain
words, he was detected in a deliberate falsehood. He
affects to be in a miff because we stated the truth in regard
to that interview, and has had intercourse with none of us,
except Seward, who has demeaned himself and played an
equivocal part to conciliate the little high official.

For one I want not his favor and shun not his wrath.
I do not wish to come under his orders, nor would I be dere-
lict of duty or propriety because he is vulgar. It would
be unpleasant to remain one day in office under his ad-
ministration; it may be wrong, however, to leave until
a successor appear.

No intimation is yet made as to any one of the next
Cabinet. There is nothing remarkable in this, though
many think it strange. I doubt if Grant has fully deter-
mined in his own mind. It is not usual with him to make
up his mind definitely until the last moment. He is com-
monly considered, or has the name of being, a judge of men,
or that he knows those whom he can use. Rawlins, Sher-
man, Sheridan, and others, all men of ability, he favors and
encourages because they defer to him, have really made
him what he is, and do not permit themselves to obstruct
him or be in his way. George Thomas, Rosecrans, Han-
cock, and others are not favorites, though tolerated, and
the latter he feels to be in his power. Mixed with jealousies
and aspirations, he has constant suspicion and inveterate
enmities. He is fond of power, never refuses or declines it,
loves wealth, accepts and encourages gifts, is sly, shrewd,
cunning, secretive, ambitious, and selfish, with some exec-
utive, but little administrative, ability; knows how to ap-
propriate and availhimself of the talent and labor of others.
At present he is cajoling the Democrats by letting them
hope he may favor them and not the extreme Radicals.